Order of Worship for Sunday, October 25, 2020 @ 9:30 a.m.
Liturgist: Sondra Spence

Ushers: Rich & Linda Pearson

Organist: Roger LaCross

Minister: Rev. Wanda Santos Perez

Welcome & Announcements
Prelude

The Church’s One Foundation by Randolph Currie

Roger LaCross

Processional Hymn [All sections in italics have been omitted for abbreviated service
during COVID-19 services].
*Gathering Prayer/Prayer of the Day
Lord, we remember the many ways in which you have helped and saved us, from generation
to generation. Be with us this day as we listen for your word for us in our time. Touch our hearts with
your healing mercy, for we ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

*Call to Worship
Liturgist Sondra Spence
L: We are called to be the people of God’s kingdom.
P: In God’s realm we will find healing and hope.
L: We are called to be people who love as God has loved us.
P: In God’s world, we will reach out with God’s love to all God’s people.
L: We are called to be those who would serve.
P: Lord, be with us as we serve you by helping those in need. AMEN.
Children’s Message
1st Reading

Joanne Milloy
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 New Revised Standard Version

Paul’s Ministry in Thessalonica
2 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but though we
had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our
God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring
from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted
with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests
our hearts. 5 As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a
pretext for greed; 6 nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though we
might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly
caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you
not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.
Hymn/Special Music
Gospel Lesson

Linda Pearson & Janet Valley
Matthew 22:34-40

The Greatest Commandment
34 When

the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one
of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is
the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all

your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.”
Anthem

[1-2 Representatives from the Choir]

Sermon

by Pastor Wanda

Joys & Concerns
[A time for us to share about the places and situations where we have experienced God’s
grace and mercy in our lives. Also, where we come to lift up our concerns and the name the
prayers entrusted to us by others].
*Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
…Lord of hope and peace, we have brought before you the names of dear ones on our hearts.
Some of the names have been uttered out loud in the congregation; others are whispered in
our hearts. Be with all of us, O Lord. Heal our wounds. Direct our lives in pathways of peace.
These things we offer in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

*Offertory
“From the abundant ways in which God has blessed our lives, let us share our tithes and
offerings in joy and gratitude. Let us receive our morning offering.”
Doxology
Prayer or Dedication
“As you have poured your healing love into our lives, O God, we now offer these gifts to you.
Let them be used in ministries of peace and justice through the work of this church in your
world. AMEN.”
Hymn

UHM

Suggestions: Jesu, Jesu #432; Lord, I Want to be a Christian #402; Where Charity and Love Prevail
#549
*Benediction
“God’s love is sending us forth into the world in ministries of peace and justice. We have
received forgiveness and been showered with God’s gracious love. Go in peace, bringing hope
to this hurting and angry world. AMEN.”
Postlude

A Mighty Fortress is Our God by Wilhelm Rudnick

*Call to Worship and Prayers are from MinistryMatters.com, unless otherwise noted.

by Roger LaCross

